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Division 17:  Mid West Development Commission, $3 730 000 - 
Mr P.B. Watson, Chairman. 
Mr A.D. McRae, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Agriculture and Food. 

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Geraldton.   
Mr A.D. McRAE: Mr Chairman, I asked members about 45 minutes ago whether we could organise to have a 
five-minute break.  Before we go on to this division, I wonder whether members would mind taking a five-
minute break.   
The CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, I think this is a bad time to call it with only 12 minutes to go.  At 5.30 we have 
got - 
Mr A.D. McRAE: It is just that I am here a bit longer after that.  I have already been waiting for 45 minutes.  I 
did ask.   
The CHAIRMAN: Yes, okay.  Minister, you can stand up and leave and we will just stop till you come back.  
Nobody can hold you here.  If you need to go, you go.   
Mr A.D. McRAE: I might take this opportunity to swap the advisers around too, Mr Chairman.  Could I just 
record my appreciation of all the departmental staff.   

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with division 17.   

Mr S.R. HILL: I refer the parliamentary secretary to the last dot point on page 318, under “Major Initiatives For 
2006-07”.  Could he provide me with information on what is proposed for this updated “Mid West People and 
Population” booklet?  

[5.20 pm] 
Mr A.D. McRAE: This updated booklet is really necessary to track the extraordinary changes that are going on 
right across the mid-west region.  I do not have the figure at hand - it is probably under the Department of 
Industry and Resources item - but there are literally hundreds of millions of dollars worth of projects now 
coming on stream in the mid-west.  That is causing a population growth that is changing not only housing needs, 
but also service needs in terms of schools and so on.  The “Mid West People and Population” booklet is intended 
to map the economic investment, the kind of dynamic that that puts into the region.   

Mr S.R. HILL: Is this working with the WA Planning Commission?  

Mr A.D. McRAE: I do not know the detail of its involvement in that discussion.  I am happy to provide that to 
the member by way of supplementary information.  The supplementary information, Mr Chairman, will detail all 
of the elements of the Mid West People and Population booklet that is now being updated, or is being prepared 
for updating, and also the underlying growth drivers across the region that are causing that kind of change.   
[Supplementary Information No B21.] 
Mr G. WOODHAMS: I refer to page 313 and the second dot under “Significant Issues and Trends”.  I will not 
read it out.  I am sure the parliamentary secretary understands the implications of that second significant issue 
and trend.  If we refer to page 318, “Major Initiatives For 2006-07”, is there some sort of link between the 
strategic infrastructure, including a new deep water port at Oakajee, and any major initiatives that appear in 
2006-07?  

Mr A.D. McRAE: Are you asking -  
Mr G. WOODHAMS: Why is there not a commitment, parliamentary secretary?  

Mr A.D. McRAE: Because whilst it is true that the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure has announced that 
it is her view that Oakajee will be the future industrial port to service the major expansion in resource sector 
development in the area, it is clear that that is also going to require a significant private sector investment.  The 
government is not going to embark on a project without the private sector clearly lining up all its investments 
and projects that are going to drive the economic viability of Oakajee.  So, it is a matter of getting the right 
investments under way.  I am happy to provide the member with additional information.  He is really asking 
about what stage of development we are at.  I think that kind of goes to the core of the question. 

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS: I am curious as to why there is not a direction, if the parliamentary secretary likes, 
given to the Mid West Development Commission via government that it has a watching brief over Oakajee 
developments.  I appreciate what the parliamentary secretary has said.  I understand - 

Mr A.D. McRAE: Because it is not going to occur under this division.  The extent to which the commission is 
being asked to be involved is set out on page 323 under “Major Initiatives For 2006-07”.  The second dash under 
the fifth dot point refers to “working with an interagency working group, led by the Department of Industry and 
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Resources, to undertake planning to facilitate the potential development of a deep water port at Oakajee linked 
by a heavy gauge railway”.  The reason there is not a specific line item in the budget allocation for this is 
because the commission’s task is to work with the agencies who have responsibility for it; it is not the 
commission’s responsibility.  It is being charged to work with those agencies.   

Mr G. SNOOK: Parliamentary Secretary, it appears that it would be far from convincing to assume that 
development commissions might have a long, enduring life, considering the way the government is looking at 
funding these commissions.  So in view of all of the - 

Mr A.D. McRAE: Can I just have a reference?  

Mr G. SNOOK: My apologies.  I refer to page 313, division 17, under “Appropriation of Forward Estimates”.  
It appears that there is a question about the long-term commitment of the parliamentary secretary’s government 
towards development commissions.  There is no real-term increase.  I take it the parliamentary secretary’s 
answer to my question as to why there is a substantial drop from the $6.1 million to the estimated figure this year 
of $3.7 million will be because of election promises for the previous year of the election cycle and the injection 
of funds.  Does he agree that there is a necessity for ongoing and increased real-term funds to be allocated to 
these commissions so they can perform their role to meet the needs of a growing and expanding region, which 
the mid-west is? 

Mr A.D. McRAE: Mr Chairman, if it is okay, I am happy to take that on notice or to provide supplementary 
information, if that would assist the member.   

The CHAIRMAN: Yes. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  The supplementary information will detail the forward operation of the Mid West 
Development Commission and the tasks that it is being charged to perform into the future.   

[Supplementary Information No B22.] 
Mr A.D. McRAE:  I reject the suggestion that the state government is not supporting these development 
commissions.  They are changing in role, I think, as the region booms, as it is now.  We are actually finding that 
the private sector is taking up a lot of the role that previously the region relied on the development commission 
to perform.   

The appropriation was recommended.  
[5.30 pm]  
 


